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 The End of the Cinema? 

 

In recent years, the popularity of streaming services has grown exponentially 

due to rapid technological advancements. Major platforms like Netflix and 

Amazon Prime Video have sparked intense debate about the future viability of 

traditional cinemas. As the chairperson of the Film Society at Bishop Hall 

Jubilee School, I have observed that while most students and teachers 

subscribe to streaming services, this does not necessarily herald the end of 

cinema as we know it. This essay will argue that despite the convenience of 

streaming platforms, traditional cinema will continue to thrive for several 

compelling reasons. 

Firstly, cinemas provide a unique sensory experience that is fundamentally 

difficult to replicate in home environments. The theatrical experience offers 

professional-grade equipment including massive screens, state-of-the-art 

sound systems, and specially designed viewing environments that create an 

immersive atmosphere unattainable in most homes. According to 

comprehensive research conducted by the National Association of Theatre 

Owners, audiences demonstrate measurably higher engagement levels and 

stronger emotional responses when viewing films in communal settings 

compared to home viewing. Furthermore, cinema attendance represents a 

significant social ritual in modern culture. People gather at theaters not merely 

to watch films but to participate in a shared cultural experience that generates 

conversation and fosters social connections. This social dimension of 

moviegoing prevents the isolation that can occur with home streaming and 

continues to drive demand for cinema experiences, particularly in metropolitan 

areas like Hong Kong. 

Secondly, the economic structure of the film industry remains heavily 

dependent on theatrical exhibition. The global box office generated over $42 

billion in revenue in 2019, demonstrating the substantial financial foundation 

theatrical releases provide for filmmakers. This economic model benefits the 

entire industry through a carefully orchestrated release pattern: theatrical 

premieres generate initial publicity and revenue, which subsequently enhances 

value when films transition to streaming platforms. This complementary 

relationship between theaters and streaming services creates a sustainable 

economic ecosystem rather than an either/or scenario. Major studios and 



independent filmmakers alike recognize that theatrical releases often legitimize 

films and maximize their overall commercial potential across all distribution 

channels. The dual-revenue stream approach—box office followed by 

streaming—optimizes financial returns while preserving the theatrical exhibition 

tradition. 

While proponents of streaming services emphasize their undeniable 

convenience, this advantage applies unevenly across demographic groups. For 

families with young children, elderly populations, and those with limited 

technological access or proficiency, traditional cinema remains the more 

accessible option. Additionally, cost patterns reveal important distinctions: while 

streaming appears economical at first glance, the proliferation of competing 

services means consumers now frequently subscribe to multiple platforms, with 

combined monthly costs often exceeding the price of regular cinema 

attendance. Many consumers report subscription fatigue as they navigate an 

increasingly fragmented streaming landscape, leading some to rediscover the 

simplicity and value of occasional cinema visits compared to managing multiple 

monthly subscriptions. 

In conclusion, while streaming services have undoubtedly transformed the 

entertainment landscape, they represent an evolution of film distribution rather 

than a replacement for traditional cinema. The unique experiential qualities of 

theatrical exhibition, combined with its economic importance to the industry and 

cultural significance, ensure cinemas will continue to play a vital role in our 

cultural ecosystem. Rather than viewing these as competing formats, we should 

recognize how they serve complementary functions in the broader 

entertainment landscape. The future likely belongs not to one format exclusively, 

but to a diverse media environment where both theatrical and streaming 

experiences continue to thrive by serving different needs and occasions in our 

cultural lives. 

  


